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GastroIntestinal Endoscopy (GIE) started as the first open-access endoscopy and 
colonoscopy service in Queensland at the Wesley Hospital in 1985. It was perceived by 
the original partners of GIE that there was a need for generally healthy patients with a 
clear indication for gastrointestinal endoscopic procedures to have ready access to these 
procedures without needing a consultation by a gastroenterologist before the procedure 
was performed.   

This service was eagerly embraced 
by general practitioners and other 
referring doctors and further centres 
were subsequently opened at Brisbane 
Endoscopy Services (BES) at Sunnybank 
and North West Private Hospital (NWPH) 
in 1989 and 11 years ago at Chermside 
Day Hospital (CDH).  Only two of the 
original five partners of GIE, Rod Roberts 
and Bill Robinson are still working for 
GIE, and these two gastroenterologists 

together with Neville Sandford who joined 
GIE in March 1986 are now approaching 
retirement.

All of the current partners (Rod, Bill and 
Neville, together with Michael Miros who 
joined GIE in 1994 and Hugh Spalding 
who joined in 2009) are keen for GIE to 
continue in providing an efficient and 
expert gastroenterological service to 
the patients of Brisbane.  Since Andrew 
Bryant’s untimely death in 2017 we have 
been actively looking for well-trained, 
high quality gastroenterologists to whom 
we can pass the baton, and we are now 
pleased to advise that we have found three 
excellent gastroenterologists who are 
joining us. David Hewett, Dan Worthley 
and Ji Young Lee have been doing locum 
work with GIE for six months and have 
fitted in splendidly. They will be joining 
GIE from 1st July and come with a wealth 
of experience and embrace many of the 
new techniques which have developed as 
gastrointestinal endoscopy has evolved.

For logistical reasons, it has been decided 

to split GIE into a Northside service (at 
Wesley, NWPH and CDH) operated by 
David, Dan and Ji, together with Rod and 
Neville, and a Southside service based at 
BES and operated by Michael and Hugh. 
Bill Robinson is retiring after 34 years of 
gastroenterological work with GIE on 30th 
June. Patients and referring doctors will 
be able to choose where they want their 
procedures done by dialling 1300 442 787 
and following the prompts.

This is an exciting time for GIE, and we 
are sure that the doctors of Brisbane will 
continue to utilise the services of GIE as 
they have done for over three decades. The 
gastroenterologists approaching retirement 
are confident that the high quality of 
service they have built up over this time 
will continue into the future.

Neville Sandford  
(Chairman of GastroIntestinal Endoscopy)

Our Mission at GastroIntest nal Endoscopy is to deliver experienced and  
accessible endoscopy services with the highest quality of healthcare standards  
to improve the health outcomes of pat ents and the communit es we serve.
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GIE operates an Open Access Endoscopy Service from three locations on Brisbane’s northside:
•  CHERMSIDE 

Chermside Day Hospital
•  EVERTON PARK 

North West Private Hospital
•  AUCHENFLOWER 

The Wesley Hospital

And on the southside from : •  SUNNYBANK – Brisbane Endoscopy Services

A new era for GIE with a 
changing of the guard 

http://www.gastros.com.au
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Dr Bill Robinson retires
Bill Robinson, who was one of the 

founding partners of GastroIntestnal 

Endoscopy in 1985 is retring from 

gastroenterological practce on 30th 

June.  Bill has been a stalwart in both 

public and private gastroenterology in 

Brisbane since 1983. After graduatng 

from the University of Queensland in 

1971, Bill was mentored by a fellow 

founding partner of GIE, Dr Alistair 

Cowen at the Royal Brisbane Hospital 

(RBH) where he worked with fellow 

partners in GIE, Rod Roberts, Errol 

Pollard and Neville Sandford. Upon 

completon of his FRACP, Bill gained 

experience in Parenteral Nutriton in 

North America with an RACP travelling 

fellowship sponsored by CIBA-Geigy  

The next 
chapter of GIE

We take over GIE at a critical time in  
Australian digestive health. 

In 2020, the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program will finally 
roll out to all Australians (aged 50–74). Four million Australians 
will be invited to take part every year. Currently, only about 
40% participate, but we aim to double participation over the 
next decade; our national guidelines recommend considering 
FIT screening from 45 years. Those that are subsequently 
diagnosed with relevant colorectal pathology require colonoscopic 
surveillance. 

Colonoscopy services need to be ready to meet this challenge. 
Extended waiting times for colonoscopy and poor-quality 
colonoscopy erode the very premise of the entire program. Never 
before has the prescience of Neville’s words been more apparent… 
“patients with a clear indication…to have ready access to these 
procedures…” But, what does ready access mean in 2019? Simply 
put, patient-focused, affordable, convenient, excellent and 
accountable endoscopy and colonoscopy care. We will provide this 
for your patients, for our patients.

We’re very grateful to all of the partners who established and 
contributed to the success of GIE. We are delighted that Rod and 
Neville have agreed to stay on contributing to the next phase of 
GIE and we wish Bill a well-earned retirement. We have a great 
deal to learn from them, and we will.

Throughout the 34 years of GIE there have been many changes 
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at Toronto General Hospital, the 
Mayo Clinic and UCLA.  He returned 
to Brisbane and was instrumental in 
providing TPN services at both the 
RBH and also the Wesley Hospital 
where he set up his private consultng 
practce.  He served nine years as the 
inaugural Chairman of the Endoscopy 
Committee and was a member of the 
Medical Advisory Committee at the 
Wesley Hospital, and subsequently 
was on the Board of Chermside Day 

Hospital for five years.  As well as his 
role as being one of the founders of 
open-access gastrointestnal services 
in Brisbane, Bill has developed a large 
Private Practce in Gastroenterology 
over four decades and looked after 
the healthcare of tens of thousands of 
patents, many of whom became his 
friends.

Despite the commitment to his work, 
Bill has maintained a balance to his 
life by raising six daughters who are 

now spread across the globe. This has 
engendered in Bill a necessity (and 
love) for travel, which will no doubt 
contnue into his retrement.  Along 
with nurturing 13 grandchildren and 
his passion for rugby, golf, tennis and 
bridge, Bill will be well occupied in his 
retrement with his interests outside 
medicine.  The partners of GIE will 
miss Bill’s contributon to the Brisbane 
gastroenterology environment and 
wish him well in his retrement.

and challenges. But, the central founding tenets of affordable, 
accessible and excellent, endoscopy care have, and will, remain. It 
is part of GIE’s DNA, it is at our core. We also, however, have an 
eye to the future and how pre-colonoscopy, procedure, and post-
colonoscopy follow-up and communication could be improved. To 
that end we look forward to consulting with our patients and our 
referrers about what is valued most in 2019, what we do well and 
what we could do better. We shall also draw on our team’s unique 
academic credentials and experiences to ensure that our patients 
will not only benefit from, but will help drive, new discoveries in 
gastroenterology.

       We are looking forward to 1 July 2019, and getting started 
on the next 34 years, the next chapter of GIE. We look forward to 
meeting and working with you all, learning from experience and 
innovation, and continuing to provide, and indeed define, best 
care for your patients, for our patients.

Ji Young Lee, Dan Worthley and David Hewett
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GIE procedure locations  
and contact details 
For all appointments, call: 1300 442 787
Fax: 3177 9965

NORTHSIDE

Chermside Day Hospital
The Wesley Hospital
North West Private Hospital
Head Office – Lutwyche  

SOUTHSIDE

Brisbane Endoscopy Services

Joining us
A/Prof David G. Hewett
MBBS Hons Qld, MSc, PhD, FRACP

David grew up in Brisbane, where he completed his medical and gastroenterology training, 
including a PhD at UQ. He moved to Indianapolis, USA, for a colonoscopy fellowship where 
he was also awarded a Master of Science in clinical research methods. His clinical interests 
and expertise are in colonoscopy, colorectal cancer screening and polyposis/familial cancer 
syndromes. David has published widely on colonoscopy techniques, technology and training, and 
is engaged in national and international policy initiatives for the improvement of colonoscopy and 
colorectal cancer screening and care.

Dr Ji Young Lee 
BSc(Med), MBBS NSW, FRACP

Ji grew up in Korea and New Zealand, completed her MBBS at the University of New South 
Wales. From Sydney, Ji moved to Brisbane where she trained in gastroenterology at Logan, Royal 
Brisbane and QEII Hospitals. Ji has subspecialty expertise in IBD, high quality colonoscopy and 
capsule endoscopy. She has a public appointment with the inflammatory bowel disease service at 
the RBWH, and offers capsule endoscopy through Brisbane Colonoscopy.

A/Prof Daniel L. Worthley
MBBS Hons Adel, PhD, MPH, FRACP

Dan was trained in Adelaide. He lived in Brisbane from 2007- 2010, completing a PhD and a 
Master of Public Health at UQ and working at the RBWH. Dan lived in New York from 2010-2014 
working at Columbia University in gastrointestinal cancer research. Since 2015, Dan has run a 
bowel cancer research laboratory in Adelaide and works as a clinical gastroenterologist in private 
practice. Dan is a leader in gastrointestinal cancer research, with a special interest in colorectal 
cancer screening and prevention.

If you require A5 referral pads, please contact us on 1300 442 787.

Electronic referral templates can be downloaded from our website www.gastros.com.au


